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Adjourned Stated Meeting, January 19, 1900, 
February 2, 1900. 

Vice-President Barker in the Chair. 

Present, 14 members. 

A communication was read from President Fraley, making 
the following nominations for the Standing Committees for 
1900 : 

Finance. — Philip C. Garrett, William V. McKean, Joel 
Cook. 

Hall. — Horace Jayne, Joseph M. "Wilson, Harold Goodwin. 

Publication. — Henry Carey Baird, Patterson DuBois, I. 
Minis Hays, Joseph Willcox, Morris Jastrow, Jr. 

Michaux Legacy. — Thomas Meehan, Angelo Heilprin, 
William P. Wilson, Burnet Landreth, Joseph T. Bothrock. 

Library. — George F. Barker, T. Hewson Bache, Albert H. 
Smyth, Joseph G. Bosengarten, Edwin G. Conklin. 

On motion, these nominations were received and the Soci- 
ety chose those named for membership in the Committees as 
stated. 

The meeting was then adjourned by the presiding officer. 



A CONTRIBUTION TO THE BIBLIOGRAPHY OF THE 
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. 

(Plate V.) 

BY I. MINIS BAYS, M.D. 

{Bead January 19, 1900.) 

When the Declaration of Independence was agreed to by the Con- 
gress on the afternoon of Thursday, July 4, 1776, it was thereupon 

" Ordered, That the Declaration be authenticated and printed. 
"That the Committee appointed to prepare the Declaration 
superintend and correct the press. 

" Resolved, That copies of the Declaration be sent to the several 
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Assemblies, Conventions and Committees, or Councils of Safety, 
and to the several Commanding Officers of the Continental Troops ; 
and that it be proclaimed in each of the United States, and at the 
head of the Army " {American Archives, 4th Series, Vol. vi, p. 
1 731; also Journal of Congress, 1776, p. 247). 

The Declaration, in accordance with the above order, was then 
authenticated by writing under it " Signed by Order and in 
Behalf of the Congress, John Hancock, President. Attest, Charles 
Thomson, Secretary." And the original manuscript was, in all 
likelihood as I have elsewhere indicated, 1 immediately sent to 
the printer, since the exigencies of the occasion did not allow of 
the delay necessary to copy it, either into the rough Journal of the 
Congress, or for the use of the printer. It was, probably, that 
same evening put in type and the proof corrected by the Commit- 
tee which drafted it, and was printed off, as a broadside, early the 
next morning in time to furnish copies upon the reassembling of 
the Congress. A printed copy was then wafered in the blank space 
left for it in the rough Journal of the Congress, before the reading, 
on the morning of the 5th, of the Minutes of the preceding day. 

This broadside constitutes the first edition of the Declaration. 
It was printed at Philadelphia by John Dunlap, the official printer 
to the Congress, and the copy wafered in the rough Journal of the 
Congress is facsimiled in Buchanan's Genealogy of the McKean 
Family of Pennsylvania (Lancaster, 1890), page 38. Copies of 
this edition are in the Emmet Collection in the New York Public 
Library (EM. 1528), in the Massachusetts Historical Society's 
collection and in the Library of Congress. It measures on the 
print 11^ inches in breadth by 17 inches in length. 2 This 
edition corresponds with the first and so-called second editions 
(Nos. 101 and 102, which are in reality one and the same,) of Mr. 
Paul Ford's Bibliography of the Official Publications of the Conti- 
nental Congress. 

The line for line transcript of the head lines and colophon of 
this edition is as follows : 

In Congress, July 4, 1776 | A Declaration | By the Repre- 
sentatives of the I United States of America, | In General Congress 

1 Proc. Amer. Philos. Soc, Vol. xxxvii, p. 102. 

2 1 am indebted for these measurements to the courtesy of Mr. Wilberforce 
Eames, of the Lenox Library, New York. 
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Assembled | . . . . | Signed by Order and in Behalf of the Con- 
gress | John Hancock, President. | Attest. | Charles Thomson, 
Secretary | Philadelphia : Printed by John Dunlap. 

Copies of this broadside edition of the Declaration were at once 
sent, by President Hancock, in accordance with the resolution of 
the Congress, " to the several Assemblies, Conventions and Com- 
mittees, or Councils of Safety, and to the several Commanding 
Officers of the Continental Troops." 

The minutes of the Council of Safety of the Province of Penn- 
sylvania for Saturday, July 6, 1776/ state that 

"The President of the Congress this day sent the following Re- 
solve of Congress, which is directed to be entered on the Minutes 
of this Board : 

" In Congress, 5th July, 1776. 

"Resolved, That Copies of the Declaration be sent to the several 
Assemblies, Conventions, and Councils of Safety, and to the 
several Commanding Officers of the Continental Troops, that it be 
proclaimed in each of the United States and at the Head of the 
Army. " By order of Congress, 

" Sign'd, John Hancock, Presid't. 

" In consequence of the above Resolve, Letters were wrote to the 
Counties of Bucks, Chester, Northampton, Lancaster, and Berks, 
Inclosing Copy of the said Declaration, requesting the same to be 
publish'd on Monday next, at the places where the Election for 
Delegates are to be held." 2 

On the afternoon of the same day the Council of Safety 
" Ordered, That the Sheriff of Philad'a read, or Cause to be read 
and proclaimed at the State House, in the City of Philadelphia, on 
Monday, the Eighth day of July, instant, at 12 o' Clock at Noon of 
the same day, the Declaration of the Representatives of the United 
Colonies of America, and that he cause all his Officers and the 
Constables of the said City, to attend the reading thereof. 

" Resolved, That every Member of this Committee in or near the 
City, be ordered to meet at the Committee Chamber, before 12 

1 Colonial Records, Vol. x, p. 634. 

2 In Penna. Magazine of History, etc., 1892, Vol. xvi, p. 309, will be found 
a facsimile of the bill of Michael Kuhn to the Committee of Safety and approved 
by Owen Biddle, for £\\ 12, 6 for riding as an express to Chester, Lancaster, 
Potts-Grove and Bucks in accordance with the above resolve. 
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o'Clock, on Monday, to proceed to the State House, where the 
Declaration of Independence is to be proclaimed." 

As is well known, the Declaration was read and proclaimed 
on the 8th by John Nixon, on behalf of William Dewees, the 
Sheriff of Philadelphia, from the platform of the observatory in the 
State House Square which had been erected by the American Philo- 
sophical Society to observe the transit of Venus in June, 1769. 

The printed copy from which it was read, and, presumably, the 
copy enclosed to the Council of Safety by the President of the Con- 
gress, was carefully preserved by Mr. Nixon and is now in the posses- 
sion of his descendant, Mrs. Charles C. Harrison, of Philadelphia. 

A copy of the Declaration was likewise transmitted to General 
Washington, and we find that on July 9 he sent orders from New 
York to General Ward to " cause this Declaration to be immedi- 
ately proclaimed at the head of the Continental Regiments in the 
Massachusetts Bay" (Am. Archives, 5th Series, Vol. i, p. 142) and 
on the eleventh he wrote to General Schuyler that in obedience to the 
order of Congress the enclosed Declaration " must be proclaimed 
throughout the Northern Army" (ibid., p. 194). 

Among the "Washington Papers" in the Department of State 
there is a broadside copy, which Mr. Andrew H. Allen, Chief of 
the Bureau of Rolls and Library, informs me, is believed to be the 
copy sent by the President of the Congress to General Washington 
to be read at the head of the Army. 

The Washington and Nixon copies are of the same edition as that 
wafered in the rough journal of the Congress. 

There has recently been found among the unarranged papers of 
this Society a large and handsome broadside of the Declaration 
printed on vellum by John Dunlap, whose printing office was in 
Philadelphia and who was the official printer to the Congress , and 
to the Council of Safety of the Province of Pennsylvania. This 
edition appears to be unknown to the bibliographers of the Declara- 
tion, and I have been unable to learn of a copy being in any of the 
principal collections in the country. I am informed by Mr. 
Andrew Allen that it is not to be found in the Bureau of Rolls and 
Library of the Department of State at Washington. 

The following is a line for line transcript of the head lines of this 
which appears to be the second edition of the Declaration : 
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In Congress, July 4, 1776 | A Declaration | by the Representa- 
tives of the I United States of America | in General Congress 
Assembled. | . . . . | Signed by Order and in Behalf of the Con- 
gress I John Hancock, President | Attest | Charles Thomson, Sec- 
retary I Printed by John Dunlap. | 

It measures on the print i6}i inches in breadth and 21^ inches 
in length. A written indorsement on this copy states that it was 
found among the papers of David Rittenhouse, and the entry in the 
Donation Book of its gift to this Society is that on September 19, 
1828, Dr. Mease presented to the Library a copy of the " Declara- 
tion of Independence of U. States of Am Printed on Parchment 
with the attestation of Cha"- Thomson. Supposed to be printed at the 
time of Declaration, 4 July 1776 by Jno. Dunlap & found amn s - 
the Papers of David Rittenhouse." 

It will be recalled that the minutes of July 6, 1776, of the Council 
of Safety of the Province of Pennsylvania record the receipt of the 
resolution of the Congress directing the transmittal of the Declara- 
tion to the Council, whereupon " letters were wrote to the Counties 
.... Inclosing copy of the said Declaration, requesting the same 
to be publish' d on Monday next [July 8 th ]." 

Since a single 1 copy only of the Declaration had been transmit- 
ted by the President of the Congress, it seems probable that the 
Council of Safety of the Province of Pennsylvania needed addi- 
tional copies for transmittal to the various Counties, Committees of 
Safety, etc., in the Province, just as we shall see hereafter did the 
Council of Massachusetts, and therefore ordered its printer, John 
Dunlap, to supply them. The type of the original edition in all 
probability had not been kept standing when Dunlap received this 
order and he was therefore obliged to set it up anew. He now 
saw that the document was one of more than usual importance and 
had it set up in larger and more imposing type. It seems, too, not 
unlikely that Dunlap at this time, recognizing the high historical 
value of this document, printed off a copy or two on vellum for 
purposes of presentation, and that he gave one of these to David 
Rittenhouse who was a leading member of the Council of Safety 
and afterwards its Vice-President. 

1 On this point see Public Records of the Colony of Connecticut, Vol. xv, 
1775—1776, p. 477: "Letters from the Congress of 6th inst. came in (by ex- 
press) containing information of their late Declaration of Independence and a 
copy of it, requesting the same to be duly published, etc." 
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The inference that this edition was printed early in the month of 
July, 1776, is strengthened by the wording of the title, which was 
changed to "the Unanimous Declaration," etc., by resolution of 
the Congress on July 19, 1776, as we shall see more particularly 
hereafter. 

This edition, as regards typography, is beyond comparison the 
finest of the contemporaneous broadsides of the Declaration. It is 
fac-similed, reduced in size about one-half, in the accompanying 
plate (Plate V). 

In the Du Similiere's Scraps, 1771-1810, in the Philadelphia 
Library (960 and 962 F), there is another contemporaneous broad- 
side of the Declaration which is also unnoted in the bibliographies. 
It does not bear any imprint. It measures on the print 10^ inches 
in breadth and n^ inches in length. It is in double column, 
separated by two parallel rules, and at the bottom of the second 
column it has the printed signature and attestation of John Han- 
cock and Charles Thomson in the same form as in the previous edi- 
tions noted. 

The line for line transcript of the head lines is as follows : 

In Congress, July 4, 1776 | A Declaration by the Representa- 
tives of the United States | of America, in General Congress 
assembled | . . . . 

With the kind assistance of Mr. Charles R. Hildeburn, I endea- 
vored to identify the printer of this broadside by means of the types 
used, but without success, although Mr. Hildeburn is strongly in- 
clined to believe that it is a Philadelphia imprint. 

John Gill and Powars and Willis, of Boston, jointly appear to 
have struck off two editions of the Declaration, one without and the 
other with their imprint. Copies of both of these are in the library 
of the Massachusetts Historical Society. Neither of them is given 
in Mr. Ford's Bibliography. 

John Gill was the publisher of the Continental Journal, and Dr. 
Green writes me that this broadside " was undoubtedly printed in 
July, 1776, as a copy in finer type appears in his paper of July 18. 
Powars and Willis were also publishers of another paper, the New 
England Chronicle, in Queen Street." The edition without their 
imprint, Dr. Green informs me, " was struck from the same form 
[as the one with their imprint] with the texts of the same dimen- 
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sions and the heading with fewer leads." It seems to me most 
probable that the edition without their imprint was struck off first, 
and then finding that there was a demand for the broadside they 
struck off another edition, to which they added their imprint and 
improved its appearance by inserting additional leads between the 
head lines. 

The edition without their imprint is in double column and 
measures on the print n}i inches in breadth by 155^ inches in 
length. A copy of it is to be found in the library of the Massachu- 
setts Historical Society, and of the Essex Institute at Salem. It is 
reproduced in facsimile in Bryant and Gay's Popular History of the 
United States, New York, 1879, Vol. iii, p. 482. 

The other edition, with the added jmprint of John Gill and Powars 
and Willis, is reproduced in facsimile in Winsor's Narrative and 
Critical History of America, Vol. vi, p. 267. It is likewise in 
double column and measures on the print n^s inches in breadth by 
17^6 inches in length. The line for line transcript of the head 
lines and colophon is as follows : 

In Congress, July 4, 1776 | A Declaration | by the Representa- 
tives of the I United States of America ; | In General Congress 
Assembled. | . . . . | America : Boston, Printed by John Gill, and 
Powars and Willis, in Queen Street. 

A peculiarity of the Gill and Powars and Willis editions is that 
in the attestation Charles Thomson's name is spelt with a " p." 

A contemporaneous edition was also printed by E. Russell at 
Salem, in Massachusetts, which corresponds with Ford's No. 103, 
and of which torn and imperfect copies are in the Emmet Collec- 
tion, in the New York Public Library (EM. 1532) and in the 
Library of the Massachusetts Historical Society. Dr. Green in- 
forms me that this broadside measures on the print 12^ inches in 
breadth by 18^5 inches in length. 

The line for line transcript of the head lines and colophon of 
this edition is as follows : 

In J Congress, | July 4, 1776 | A Declaration | by the | Repre- 
sentatives I of the I United States of America, | In General Con- 
gress Assembled. | . . . . | Salem, Massachusetts-Bay: Printed by 
E. Russell ; by Order [torn]. 



76 HAYS — DECLAKATION OF INDEPENDENCE. [Jan. 19, 

Dr. Green writes me that in the copy of this broadside 
possessed by the Massachusetts Historical Society " the Dec- 
laration is followed by an Order, in six lines, attested by * John 
Avery D' [torn]." "The tear in the lower right-hand corner 
takes up one-half of the width of the broadside, and about one- 
quarter of its length." The order is that of the Council of Massa- 
chusetts, dated July 17, 1776, directing that the Declaration of 
Independence be printed, and that the minister of each parish read 
the same on the ensuing Sunday. John Avery, who signed this 
order, was the Deputy Secretary of the Council of Massachusetts, 
and in a letter to Sheriff Greenleaf, dated " Council Chamber, 
August 5, 1776," he says : "lam directed by the honorable Com- 
mittee of Council to acquaint you that the printed Declarations of 
Independency are on their table, and they expect that you will take 
proper care that they be distributed through this State as soon as 
may be, that every town may have them publicly read in each re- 
ligious assembly" (Am. Archives, 5th Series, Vol. i, p. 778). 

Mr. Ford gives as No. 104 of his "Bibliography" an edition 
of which I have been unable to locate a copy. He states that it 
measures 15 inches x 19% inches. The line for line transcript he 
gives as follows : 

In Congress, July 4, 1776, | Declaration | By the Representa- 
tives of the I United States of America | In General Congress 
Assembled 

Mr. Ford writes me that he cannot now recall where he saw this 
broadside, but his impression is that it was at an auction in Boston 
some eight or nine years ago and that he made the memorandum 
concerning it at that time. 

The Journals of Congress state (Vol. ii, Phila., 1776, p. 241) 
that " the Declaration being read, was agreed to, as follows: 

" A Declaration by the Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled." It will be noticed that in the 
first editions previously referred to the word " general " has been 
interpolated before "Congress" in the title, so as to read, "in 
General Congress assembled," and in Dunlap's second edition and 
the others prior to the Baltimore edition of the following year the 
interpolation is retained. For this alteration in the title to the 
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Declaration I can find no authority in the printed Journal of the 
Congress. 

On July 19, 1776, the Congress "Resolved, That the Declaration 
passed on the 4th be fairly engrossed on parchment, with the title 
and style of — " The Unanimous Declaration of the ' Thirteen 
United States of America ; ' and that the same, when engrossed, 
be signed by every member of Congress " {Secret Journals of the 
Acts and Proceedings of Congress, Vol. i, Boston, 1821, p. 48), 
and on August 2, the Secret Journal states that, " The Declaration 
of Independence being engrossed, and compared at the table, was 
signed by the members." 

On January 18, 1777, the Congress " Ordered, That an authen- 
ticated copy of the declaration of independency, with the names of 
the members of Congress, subscribing the same, be sent to each of 
the United States, and that they be desired to have the same put 
upon record" {Journal of Congress, Vol. iii, Philadelphia: John 
Dunlap, p. 28). 

The next official edition of the Declaration was printed under 
the above resolution at Baltimore, whither the Congress had ad- 
journed from Philadelphia on December 12, 1776 because of the 
advance of the British troops and their subsequent occupation of 
that city. Copies of this edition are to be found in the Emmet 
Collection in the New York Public Library (EM. 1535) and in the 
Boston Public Library. It corresponds with No. 105 of Mr. Ford's 
Bibliography. This broadside measures on the print 12^ inches in 
breadth by 195^ inches in length and is facsimiled in The Orderly 
Book of Sir John Johnson, Albany, 1882, p. 220. The line for 
line transcript of the head lines and colophon are as follows : 

In Congress, July 4, 1776, | The Unanimous | Declaration | of 
the I Thirteen United States of America | 

The text is printed in double columns, and the signatures of the 
members are appended, with that of John Hancock in the centre 
of the top line and the others being arranged beneath in four 
parallel columns, the members signing by States, with Georgia 
first. Their signatures are included in a bracket placed to the left 
with the name of the State they represent opposite. Then follows 
the text of the resolution of January 18, 1777, and signed 

By order of Congress | John Hancock, President | 
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Then in manuscript is written on the copy fac-similed in the 
Johnson Orderly Book : 

Attest : Chas. Thomson, Sec'y. | A True Copy | John Hancock, 
Presid't. | 

The colophon is : 

Baltimore, in Maryland : Printed by Mary Katharine Goddard | 

A very valuable bibliography of the literature pertaining to the 
Declaration, including its signers, signing and promulgation, pre- 
pared by Mr. Wilberforce Eames, the accomplished Librarian of the 
Lenox Library, is to be found in the New York Public Library 
Bulletin, Vol. i, December, 1897, pp. 351, 352. 



DIVISIONS OF THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINES. 

WITH MAP. 

(Plate VI.) 

BY R. H. MATHEWS, L.S. 

{Bead January 19, 1900.) 

The territory dealt with in the following pages comprises approxi- 
mately that part of the province of South Australia situated east of 
the I32d meridian of longitude and south of the 24th parallel of 
latitude, but is more particularly delineated on the accompanying 
map. All the native tribes within this immense region are divided 
into two intermarrying phratries, with the exception of some tribes 
on the Murray river and Yorke's peninsula, among whom no well- 
defined divisional system has been reported. 

I shall endeavor in this article to determine the boundaries of 
the country occupied by certain aggregates of tribes possessing the 
same divisional names and practicing similar initiatory rites, which 
it is proposed to denominate nations, following the method adopted 
by me in showing the distribution of the native tribes of New 
South Wales, 1 Victoria a and Queensland.* A map is added, on 

1 Proc. Amer. Fhilos. Soc. Philada., xxxvii, 54-73, Plate v. 
J American Anthropologist, Washington, xi, 325-343, Plate v. 
3 Proc. Amer. Philos. Soc. Philada., xxxvii, 327-336, Plate xiii. 



